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Letters to the Editors 





Readers Give Reaction to Reunion Editorial 





Almost All Agree 


To the Editors: 

Your proposal with regard to the Plan 
of Presbyterian Reunion as outlined in 
your editorial March 1 seems wholly right 
to me. , 8S. 8S. DAY. 
Amherst, Va. 


By all means let a year elapse between 
the Plan’s completion and the Assembly's 
first vote. Meanwhile, the church can dis- 
cuss and crystallize sentiment on (1) re- 
union, (2) congregational vs. presbyte- 
rian church polity. The latter question 
needs unemotiona] clarification and dis- 
cussion whether or not there is reunion. 

FRANK H. CALDWELL 
Louisville, Ky., 
temporarily at 
New Haven, Conn. 


¢ 
° heartily agree with your conclu- 
sions. I am in favor of reunion but be- 
lieve it would be a mistake to ask for 





several years thereafter. . 
Ww. J. O'CALLAGHAN, JR. 


Atlanta, Ga. 


When we consider the ease with which 
members can transfer their membership 
from one Presbyterian church to another 
there must be more that unites us than 
divides us. 

JOSEPH M. GARRISON. 
Greensboro, N. C. 


As a loyal Southern Presbyterian elder, 
old enough to remember the Civil War, I 
hereby record my whole-souled advocacy 
of the reunion of our Southern Presbyte- 
rian Church with the Northern to the 
benefit of both and their largely-increased 
efficiency. 

HENRY LOUIS SMITH. 
Lake Alfred, Fila. 


You put up a pretty good paper, but 
it grieves me much to see you seeking to 
lead our good people into the Northern 
Assembly where a man can hold most any 
sort of view of Christ or the Bible and 
yet be held in esteem. . .- 
JOHN V. McCALL. 
Weatherford, Texas. 


Your plan of Presbyterian reunion is 
sound—and cautious—and sure. 1 am all 
for it. 

J. J. MURRAY. 


Lexington, Va. 


My reaction to your editorial is that it 
is a “timely warning, wisely given, 
against a very real danger.” 

Please allow me to express my very 
sincere appreciation of the contribution 
by Dr. D. Maurice Allan on the real is- 
sues that divide us (Feb. 23, March 1). 
They are characterized by clear thinking, 
frank statement and Christian spirit. I 
am sure that all readers will be profited 
if they really think, meditate and pray 
on these matters. 

ROBERT J. McMULUEN. 
New York. 


I am in hearty accord with your opin- 
ion . . . because I have held membership 
in both churches and know the workings 
at first hand. Thank you. 

PATTIE SPRUCE (Mrs. Alex.) MAITLAND. 
Richmond, Va. 


Perhaps you are right but it seems to 
me we drag on leaden feet. If reunion 


is right, let’s reunite, that the right may 
be done quickly, 

JOHN D. MacLEOD. 
Carolina Beach, N. C. 


Let me congratulate you on your adi- 
torial. It is my conviction that the 
time has arrived for the procedure you 
suggest. 

H. V. CARSON, 
Vice-President. 
Queens College, Charlotte, N. C. 


Your suggestion that at the coming 
meeting of the General Assembly no defi- 
nite action be taken on the proposed plan 
of reunion is wise. There is much to be 
gained by postponing action until there is 
a greater unanimity of opinion with ref- 
erence to the adoption or rejection of that 
plan, so that there may be no danger of 
a permanently disrupted church. 

DONALD W. RICHARDSON. 
Richmond, Va. 


Most good things come slowly. The re- 
union of the Presbyterian Church cannot 
be hurried. Your suggestion of increas- 
ing acquaintance and cooperation seems 
a good one. 

GRAVES H. THOMPSON. 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 


Deferred action on Reunion is emi- 
nently wise if the year is employed in 
warm prayer instead of a cold war. 

lL D. BORDERS. 
Richmond, Mo. 


Your counsel anent Reunion of churches 
is wise. In the language of the town- 
clerk of Ephesus, “Do nothing rash.” slow 
progress is safest. 

J. B. GREEN. 
Decatur, Ga. 


Your suggested method of procedure 
seems to me to be fair and sensible. Open 
minds and cooperative spirits will solve 
many of our problems. 

CHARLES E. DIEHL. 
Southwestern, Memphis, Tenn. 


I like your thought. Would suggest that 
a series of “rallies” in strategic centers 
in the South be held with the strongest 
leadership from both churches. Let us 
meet the “northern” brethren. 

JOHN OLERT, JR. 
Owensboro, Ky. 


I am ready for reunion. But the whole 
church should understand the Plan. That 
takes time but not indefinite postpone- 
ment. I like your proposed time-table. 

LAURENCE F. KINNEY. 
Memphis, Tenn, 


Mail to Japan 


To the Editors: 

. SCAP has revised the regulations 
concerning the entrance of printed mat- 
ter into Japan. Any printed material, 
books, or magazines, which contain 50 
per cent or more of religious subject-mat- 
ter are permitted to come in through the 
regular mail channels. . . I just learned 
of this on my recent trip to Tokyo. The 
Commission of Six in Tokyo does not pub- 
licize things like that, or at least that 
news had not reached either Dr. MelIl- 
waine or Mr. Moore who were right here 
on the field at the time... . 

J. A. McALPINE, 
Kobe, Japan. 
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Wisdom of the Fathers 


To the Editors: 


Regarding the letter to the editors in 
the February 9 issue . . the fact that 
there are ministers who can no longer 
be in the front lines of the church's bat- 
tles should in no wise bar them from a 
voice regarding her campaigns. To deny 
them such a privilege is tantamount to 
saying that physical disability and ma- 
ture years make past experience invalid 
for future progress. Surely we can per- 
mit in our church life a principle that 
applies in our political life in that policy- 
makers are not of necessity synonymous 
with or limited in numbers to policy- 
executors. In civil society, it is an ac- 
cepted fact that there are citizens who are 
too young to vote; but, to my knowledge, 
the question of when a person is too old 
to vote has never been raised, nor is hig 
degree of personal activity in civil mat- 
ters a criterion for qualification. Person- 
ally, as a young minister, I value the wis- 
dom that the years have given to The 
Fathers, however fallible some of their 
judgments. ... 


THOMAS B. HOOVER. 
Now studying in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 


To the Editors: 


‘ We now have 13 living minister- 
ex- ~Moderators of our General Assembly 
in addition to our present moderator. The 
ages of these range from 55 to 94, the 
average being 72. . . To deny these men 
a voice in the policies of our church on 
account of age, I believe would be a ca- 
lamity. . “ 

To deny the retired ministers of our 
church a voice in the church courts is 
such a preposterous suggestion that it 
will never be adopted. 


J. WALTER COBB. 
St. Joseph, La, 


Christian Herald Editorial 


To the Editors: 
. . I am enclosing an editorial from 
he Christian Herald... . 


E. A. SKILLMAN. 
Petersburg, Va. 


RUSSIA: Two items on Russia intrigue 
us this month. One comes from Asheville, 
N. C., where the associate editor of The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal speaks out 
for what he calls “Christian realism.” 
That realism, to Dr. L, Nelson Bell, in- 
volves the dropping of one or more atomic 
bombs on Russia-occupied territories in 
Europe now. Dr. Bell would drop them in 
“a sparsely settled area of European Rus- 
-~ He doesn’t say how sparsely set- 
tled. 

We think that the most fiendish sugges- 
tion we have ever heard from any Chris- 
tian source. If such a bomb were to take 
the life of but one man, woman or child, 
it would do more to wreck the Christian 
cause than ten thousand atheists could 
ever do. When Dr. Bell goes on to ad- 
vocate dropping another bomb in the 
Kremlin, to force the men in the Kremlin 
to “comply with our demands,” he makes 
it even worse. Dear God in heaven, didn’t 
we learn anything in two world wars? 

Happier and more Christian are the 
statements of sixteen clergymen and 
Christian leaders polled by the Denver 
Post on the possibilities of peaceful co- 
operation between Russia and the United 
States. These sixteen were less. blood- 
thirsty; they were in agreement (1) on 
the need for support of the Marshall Plan 
as a possible solution; (2) that the UV. S. 
has been willing to cooperate with Rus- 
sia; (3) that Russia has refused to co- 
operate; (4) that Russia has made herself 
influential in Europe by undemocratic 
means, and (5) that while the two na- 
tions differ fundamentally in their con- 
cepts of human liberties, the two systems 
can exist peacefully. 

Now we'd call that neato realism.— 
The Christian Herald 


at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 


South, Inc., 403 East Franklin Street, 


Foreign ‘postage $1 extra. 
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Catholic Archbishop’s 
Statement for NCWC 
Answered by Leaders 


POAU Officers Point to 
Cincinnati Incident in Reply 


In a forthright reply to the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, the officers 
of Protestants and Other Americans 
United have taken up the recent pro- 
nouncement issued by John T. McNicho- 
las, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Cin- 
cinnati. They point out the pronounce- 
ment’s denial ‘‘that the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy pursues or condones a policy 
subversive of the separation of church 
and state in our educational system”’ 
and they suggest that the archdiocese 
of Cincinnati itself, over which Arch- 
bishop MecNicholas presides, ‘“‘presents a 
clear and notorious instance of gross 
violation of this principle by Catholic 
authorities.” 

The story of the North College Hill 
school in Cincinnati is reviewed—a 
Catholic majority was secured on the 
local board of education, a parochial 
school was incorporated into the public 
school system, the building was rented 
from the archbishop, nuns who taught 
there were placed on the public payroll. 
The community was torn asunder by the 
experience, the school was blacklisted 
by national and state educational as- 
sociations, citizens in revolt against the 
situation swept the old school board out 
of office and returned the schools to 
their non-sectarian status. According 
to the officers of Protestants and Other 
Americans United, these facts ‘‘would 
seem to disqualify Archbishop McNicho- 
las as a spokesman for the separation 
of church and state in public education. 
... The story of North College Hill 
should itself be a sufficient answer to 
his pronouncement, without further 
comment on our part.” 


In Eighteen States 


The American public is entitled to 
know whether the Roman church is 
working to secure, if it can, support for 
its parochial schools from the public 
treasury, the statement insists. ‘‘Our 
Manifesto says that it is engaged in just 
such a program. We cited certain legis- 
lation which the church has secured in 
some eighteen States opening the way 
for the parochial school to have access 
to public funds. The Supreme Court 
has approved some of its legislation. 





TAKES CHARLOTTE POSITION 
Miss Atha Bowman, director of 
children’s work for the Assembly’s 
religious educa- 
tion committee in 
Richmond for the 
past ten years, has 
submitted her 
* resignation in or- 
der that she may 
become director of 
children’s work 
and supervisor of 
the weekday kin- 
garten in the Selwyn Avenue church. 
Charlotte, N. C. She is expected to 
begin her new work next fall. 

A native of Ft. Worth, Texas, Miss 
Bowman entered upon her duties 
with the committee as associate di- 
rector in 1926, working alongside 
Miss Elizabeth McE. Shields. Before 
that time she had conducted a kin- 
dergarten in Ft. Worth. In the Sel- 
wyn Avenue church, serving a new 
and growing area, she will have un- 
limited opportunities in the develop- 
ment of church-home relationsnips 
in the rapidly developing movement 
throughout the church observed in 
weekday church kindergartens. 














Despite this approval, and backed by the 
opinion of the four dissenting justices 
in the bus transportation case, we hold 
that this legislation is in fact contrary 
to the Constitution. Protestants and 
Other Americans United are determined 
to bring to bear whatever strength they 
can rally to secure the repeal of this 
legislation in those eighteen States, and 
also by appropriate constitutional means 
to secure a reconsideration by the Su- 
preme Court.’”’ 

According to the statement, the hier- 
archy has not denied ‘“‘that in one form 
or another it hopes eventually to shift 
the entire support of its parochial 
schools upon the public treasury.” Close 
links between church and state at the 
public treasury are pointed to in New 
Mexico and in South Dakota. 

These spokesmen say: The situation 
thus resolves itself into a political con- 
test. The issue is not a religious one, 
in the sense that religious differences 
are involved. It is a political issue. We 
propose to acquaint school boards, legis- 
latures, Congress and the courts with 
the fact that five-sixths of our country’s 
citizens claim their constitutional right 
not to be taxed to support any church 
whose religion they do not profess, or 
to support their own religion.” 


Protestant Prospect 


In Communist Areas 


Will Be Explored 


Romig Sees Topic as Important 
In Plans for Geneva Meeting 


Buck Hill Falls, Pa. (RNS)—The 
outlook for Protestantism in Commu- 
nist-dominated countries such as Czecho- 
slovakia and Hungary is likely to be a 
major topic of discussion when the Pan- 
Presbyterian Alliance holds its first 
meeting since 1937 in Geneva, Switzer- 
land, next August, according to Edgar 
F. Romig, newly-elected chairman of the 
Alliance’s western section. 

Dr. Romig, who is pastor of the West 
End Collegiate Reformed church in New 
York City, was elected at a three-day 
meeting here of the western section, 
which comprises seven Presbyterian and 
Reformed Church bodies in the United 
States and Canada. The combined west- 
ern and eastern section of the Alliance 
represents more thau 40,000,000 mem- 
bers of churches throughout the world 
holding the Presbyterian system. 


Hopes for Resistance 


Dr. Romig expressed the hope that 
members of the eastern section would 
oppose the Russian ideology by Chris- 
tian living and a ‘‘resolute adherence to 
their faith’? rather than by denuncia- 
tion. He said that about 2,500,000 
Czechs and Hungarians belong either to 
Reformed or Presbyterian churches. 

Delegates to the Geneva meeting, Dr. 
Romig added, can contribute little to 
the Geneva meeting “in comparison with 
what we can learn from our brothers 
in the East who have been through the 
school of suffering.’’ 


Assistance for Hungary 


Among leading speakers at the meet- 
ing was Bela Vasady, president of the 
Reformed theological seminary at De- 
brecen, Hungary, and at present visit- 
ing professor at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, who urged American churches 
to give “every possible type of assis- 
tance to the Hungarian churches.” 

Dr. Vasady declared that Hungary is 
“the only country in the world where a — 
real religious revival is taking place,” 
despite the fact that political, ideologi- 
cal, economic and social tensions have 
created a situation ‘‘almost beyond en- 
durance” and the church must make 
new decisions every day. 
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Oppose Public Funds 


For Private Schools 
Missouri News Letter 


Missouri ministers, in their recent 
convocation in Warrenburg, pledged 
themselves to fight any legislation which 
would permit the direct or indirect use 
of public funds in support of any sec- 
tarian religious group or school. They 
also declared “the drastic need for in- 
ternational understanding and apprecia- 
tion, emphasizing the Christian attitude 
of love we must take, if another war 
is to be prevented.” The ministers ex- 
pressed opposition to any kind of 
‘peacetime military conscription bill’; 
approved the proposed federal Constitu- 
tional amendment to make marriage 
and divorce a subject for federal legis- 
lation; approved pending federal anti- 
alcohol advertising bills and legislation 
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which would permit the entry of 400,- 
000 displaced Europeans; and promised 
to continue pressure for a home rule 
local option bill in Missouri. Another 
measure urged by the clergymen was 
“wider distribution of information con- 
cerning the breaking down of racial dis- 
crimination in churches and the state 
and aiding such measures where under- 
taken.”’ 


Assembly of God Holds 
Spectacular Convention 


With several thousand Assembly of 
God delegates from all over the U. &., 
Canada and from Cuba, Sunday School 
Emphasis Week was climaxed in Spring- 
field by a parade in which dozens of 
local churches participated. All public 
schools in Springfield and Greene County 
were dismissed for the occasion which 
highlighted a drive on the part of 
Springfield churches to increase Sunday 
school attendance. Homes of prospects 





The Dark Light on Human Nature 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





N THE NEWSPAPER DISPATCHES 
1 on the increasing food crisis in Ger- 

many there appeared a disturbing 
note about the attitude of the German 
peasants toward the hunger in the cities. 

Despite the reduction of rations in 
the cities to the starvation diet of 1,000 
calories per day (to be compared with 
the 3,000 calories per day consumed by 
an average American), the German 
peasants have not been cooperative in 
throwing their surpluses into the 
market, 

The German authorities have not had 
the power to enforce food collections 
from the farms; and the farmers had 
no economic incentive to deliver the 
food. The currency with which they 
were paid for the food was becoming in- 
creasingly worthless and furthermore 
there were no goods on the market 
which could be bought with this cur- 
rency. é 

Some of the journalists who reported 
the unwillingness of German peasants 
to deliver food surpluses to the cities 
pointed out in all fairness, that the 
peasants of other countries showed the 
same reluctance. In fact, Secretary 
Marshall, in his Harvard speech, which 
started the whole process now culmi- 
nating in the European Recovery Pro- 
gram, stressed that Europe was in eco- 
nomic misery not merely because of the 
obstacles to international trade but also 
because currency inflation and lack of 
consumer goods had destroyed the in- 
centive of peasants to raise food for the 
cities. 

Some self-righteous city people have 
drawn the conclusion from these dismal 
facts that peasants and farmers are par- 
ticularly individualistic and not inclined 
to look at the problems of the common 


good, which transcend their own inter- 
ests. It may be so. Life on the soil 
is not calculated to give men a vivid 
sense of the mutual dependence of men 
in a modern technical society. 

But it would be better if we all drew 
a lesson from these sober facts. That 
lesson is that though we all talk about 
love and brotherhood we are all much 
more dominated by self-interest than we 
would like to admit. 

While no society can maintain its 
health if the individuals who compose it 
do not have some sense of responsibility 
for their fellowmen, it is also true that 
no society could live if it did not har- 
ness, as well as sublimate and suppress, 
self-interest. Human society is partly 
the achievement of a genuine sense of 
mutual responsibility. 

It is partly an artful contrivance 
which enables men to serve one another 
indirectly, even though their primary 
motive may be to serve themselves. 
This is true of international as well as 
of domestic relations, The European 
Recovery Program is partly an expres- 
sion of our sense of responsibility to 
hungry people in Europe. But it is also 
partly an expression of a wise self-in- 
terest. 

“Moral” people are sometimes af- 
fronted by this element of self-interest 
in all political life. But that is be- 
cause they do not know themselves suf- 
ficiently to understand that these art- 
ful contrivances, by which self-interest 
is harnessed for the common good, are 
necessary, not because the bad people 
are selfish but rather because all of us, 
the virtuous and the unvirtuous, are not 
good enough to preserve community by 
other means.— (Copyright 1948 by 
RNS.) 
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were visited during the week in an effort 
to enlist new pupils. The parade at- 
tracted the attention of cameramen 
from several of the leading picture mag- 
azines of the country. This denomina- 
tion, with its headquarters in Spring- 
field, is planning a million-dollar print- 
ing plant and office building here. With 
an unusual emphasis on evangelism, this 
church is experiencing a rapid growth. 
Kansas City Church 

Draws Young People 


A pot of coffee and a pile of dough- 
nuts in.the Central church, Kansas City, 
have helped double the attendance in an 
older young people’s group in that 
church. Drawing from nearby bachelor 
apartments, the church attracts a good 
many who are glad to have Sunday 
morning breakfast so easily cared for. 
Long tables are spread and about nine 
o’clock the young people start coming 
in. The division superintendent, W. 
Thomas, is ready with his supplies, and 
with a good fellowship period to start it 
off, the class gets along famously. 


Church To Stand Alone; 
Progress Program Goes 

The three-year-old Midland church, 
located in University City of St. Louis 
Presbytery, will become self-supporting 
by April 1. More remarkable still is the 
fact that the congregation has a new 
church building, debt-free. Herbert H. 
‘Watson is the pastor. ... C. S. Johnson, 
vice-president of Purina Mills and chair- 
man of the Program of Progress for the 
Synod of Missouri, is pushing the Pro- 
gram with a great deal of enthusiasm. 
Conferences have ben held in St. Louis 
and Jefferson City and others are being 
arranged. Every indication is that 
Missouri will do her part. 


Miscellany 

Missouri Presbytery adopted the re- 
port of its special committee on the Plan 
of Reunion with the USA church, but it 
urged that there be further study. ... 
John Bright, Union Seminary professor, 
taught an intensive Bible course in 
Westminster church, St. Louis, during 
a recent week, ... Sheriff George Blaine, 
Tulsa, Okla., told the recent "Assembly 
of God Sunday school convention: ‘The 
crime problem today is a youth problem. 


In 1890 the average criminal was 48 — 


years old, now it is nearer 17 than 
17%.” . ..A hundred inmates of San 
Quentin prison and 75 of the Indiana 
state penitentiary are among 5,500 peo- 
ple who have enrolled in the “‘correspon- 
dence school of religion” sponsored by 
the International Lutheran Hour from 
St. Louis. The Delmar Baptist 
church, St. Louis, recently conducted a 
novel series of court trials during its 
regular evening services, In the first 
the American home was arrayed as In- 
adequate for meeting today’s personal 
and social problems. With a 10-2 vote 
the jury found the home not guilty. 
Springfield. F. W. A. BOSCH. 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 


Thoughts on the Kingdom 


By E. D. KERR 


Text: Luke 17:20, 21; Mark 1:14, 15. 


qy HE PHARISEES who inquired of Jesus when the King- 

dom of God should come were neither the first nor 

the last to ask the question. Men have always asked 

it, some in a skeptical mood, others in a spirit of wistful 

longing. In weakness, blindness, and sin human souls cry 

out for deliverance, for light, for grace to realize the up- 

ward calling of their creation in the image of God. By 

attention to the Scriptures of our text we may find light 
and guidance for the way. 


L 


Both John the Baptist and Jesus made the Kingdom of 
God the central theme of their teaching. They used the 
term as one familiar to their hearers, not requiring de- 
tailed explanation. But, while the popular understanding 
of the Kingdom was closely associated with Jewish national 
hopes, Jesus elevated the idea to a glory, reality, and ‘n- 
wardness undreamed of in the general thought of men— 
no national, racial, nor group privilege, but personal recon- 
ciliation with God, and righteousness and peace. In word 
and work, in precept and parable, Jesus declared and 
demonstrated a Kingdom not of this world, in which men 
might enjoy the peace of right relations with God even in 
deepest affliction and suffering. He himself bequeathed 
his peace to his disciples in the very shadow of the Cross. 

The Kingdom of which Jesus teaches in the Gospel is 
not God’s sovereignty over the universe. That is unques- 
tioned, absolute, and eternal. The Kingdom of God in 
the Gospel message is his Kingdom of grace and redemp- 
tion, good news from God for lost men. God was in Christ 
reconciling men to himself. God is portrayed under the 
figure of the father of the prodigal, yearning for the re- 
turn of the wanderer and meeting him upon the way. This 
kingdom is as yet only partially realized—alas, how scan- 
tily!—but it is presented as a growing entity, as in the 
parable of the mustard seed and the leaven. It is com- 
pleted and realized to the extent that men recognize and 
obey the righteous and redeeming God, the Creator and 
Heavenly Father, and Jesus Christ his Son, the present ad- 
ministrator of the Father’s eternal Kingdom. For the 
present age and for this our life Christ is the King. 

Careful and reverent students of the Bible teach us em- 
phatically that the Kingdom is a gift of God, not an achieve- 
ment of men. Therefore we do not properly speak of bring- 
ing in or of building the Kingdom on our own part. We 
enter into the Kingdom upon conditions and with obliga- 
tions which God establishes. By fulfilling the conditions 
we become citizens of the Kingdom, laborers together with 
God, God’s husbandry, God’s building. And this is the 
chief end of man, the goal of man’s creation. 


I. 


The requirements which the Kingdom of God imposes, 
as they are given in the first chapter of Mark, are, in brie’. 
repentance and faith: ‘‘Repent ye, and believe the gospel.” 
These words suggest a trumpet call, and, joined with the 
announcement of the Kingdom at the door, must have so 
impressed the first hearers. They come to us today with 
the same authority and the same challenge. They have 
never grown old, and they will never grow old while our 
Present manner of life continues. Repentance and faith 
are familiar words, but, like words in general, they may 
be tragically misunderstood. Indeed, these words are often 
very hurtfully misunderstood. 

‘Repent ye.’’ Through all the centuries men have under- 
stood repentance inadequately, too formally and too su- 
Perficially. It is often thought that gospel repentance is 
being sorry for sin. When it is realized that mere sorrow 


for sin is not enough, the definition is amended to being 
sorry enough to quit, or at any rate to make good resolu- 
tions. But this latter description, sometimes highly ap- 
proved, is not enough and falls far short of the gospel teach- 
ing. 

The great words of the gospel richly deserve and repay 
discerning study. For by such means the gospel is dis- 
covered to be glorious, gracious, and spiritually vitalizing 
in a measure never realized by the casual hearer. 

Scholars from the earliest Christian centuries have told 
us that “repent” and ‘‘repentance”’ are unfortunate trans- 
lations of the original Greek words of the gospel. The 
word “repentance” seems to be associated in derivation 
with penalty and punishment. Thence without doubt arose 
the idea of doing penance, performing some action, self- 
imposed or imposed by a superior, as satisfaction for sin 
committed—the penance being properly accompanied hy 
contrition or sorrow for sin. Sorrow for sin is right. But 
true sorrow for sin is at best only an approach to repen- 
tance in the gospel sense which we are attempting to de- 
fine. Paul writes to the Corinthians: ‘I rejoice that ye 
sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a 
godly manner. Godly sorrow worketh repentance not to be 
repented of; but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” 
(II Cor. 7:9, 10.) Godly sorrow is true penitence; the 
sorrow of the world is remorse. 

Now there are two words in the New Testament Greek 
commonly translated ‘“‘repent.’”” One means “to have after- 
care,” “to regret’; when intense it may be overwhelming 
remorse. Judas repented (this was remorse), and went and 
hanged himself. The other word is far more frequent, far 
more significant, and is the word for true repentance. It 
means “ a change of mind,” in the deepest sense, ‘‘a change 
in the inner man.” Peter wept bitterly in godly sorrow 
after his denial of Jesus. In the case of Peter there was a 
change of mind, a returning, a reconciliation; and he be- 
came the flaming evangel of the Pentecost sermon. We 
might very properly read one of Paul’s lines just quoted: 
“Godly sorrow worketh a change of mind that bringeth 
us regret.”’ 

We may close our inquiry as to the meaning of repen- 
tance by selecting a few lines from John Calvin, keeping 
in mind that he. spoke of “repentance” while fully realiz- 
ing that the word was not equal to the gospel reality and 
was much misunderstood. He says that repentance may 
be justly defined to be ‘‘a true conversion of our life to 
God, proceeding from a sincere and serious fear of God.” 
Such a turning to God brings with it the overcoming of 
the sinful nature and the vitalizing of a new spiritual life. 
So Calvin says further: ‘In one word I apprehend repent- 
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ance to be regeneration, the end of which is the restoration 
of the Divine image within us, which was defaced and al- 
most obliterated, by the transgression of Adam.” Also. 
since a renewed soul can never be contented with any at- 
tained degree of turning to God, Calvin says that a Chris- 
tian ought to extend repentance throughout his whole life. 

The second condition set before men for citizenship in 
the Kingdom is faith: “Believe the gospel.” Since re- 
pentance has appeared to be practically the whole of the in- 
ner Christian life, faith might seem properly to precede in 
thought—so Calvin. ‘“‘He that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.”’” But faith and repentance are inseparable, and 
the order in which they come to mind need not concern 
us here. 

Faith and belief, often identified in popular thought, need 
to be distinguished. One thing that helps to confuse them 
is that we have only one verb for two nouns. Both when 
we profess faith and when we merely accept a word as in 
accordance with fact we say we believe. Faith must al- 
ways involve belief. But belief, even in some true doc- 
trines about God and in the facts of gospel history, may 
be far from faith in the vital Christian sense. We need 
to examine the nature of the faith by which men “enter 
on the possession of the heavenly kingdom; since it is cer- 
tain that not every opinion, not even every persuasion, is 
equal to the accomplishment of so great a work.” 

The object of our faith is God. But God ‘“‘dwelleth in 
light which no man can approach unto.” The infinite dis- 
tance between God and man needs to be bridged. There 
is “one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.” He brings God near—nearer than the tenderest 
and truest human friend and brother. So we more often 
speak of faith in Jesus Christ, which is faith in God ir 
other syllables. He said to Philip, “He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father.” And Peter says that through 
him we believe in God. 

Do we find it hard to believe in God? If so, perhaps we 
have pursued wrong methods. Sufficient knowledge of God 
and his purposes is needed for even the first steps in faith. 
Such knowledge of God and his purposes is needed for even 
the first steps in faith. Such knowledge comes to us 
through Jesus Christ as he is presented in the gospel, 
moved with compassion and giving himself unto the utter- 
most for lost sinners. “God, who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness hath shone in our hearts, to give 
the light of knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ.” Let men learn of Jesus Christ! How 
then can any soul that lives resist the appeal of a God 
whose gracious love and kindness are so revealed? We 
have faith in God through Christ, and our faith is made 
vital and transforming through Love responding to his re- 
vealed love. 

Repentance and faith are requirements of the kingdom of 
God. Misunderstanding and insufficient practice of these 
requirements account for much of the poverty of nominal 
Christian life. It is high time to awake out of sleep. 


Ii. 


We return now to a further bit of consideration of the 
kingdom itself. Is the Kingdom present, future, or eter- 
nal? It is eternal. The narrative in Luke 18:18-30, in 
which a ruler asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eter- 
nal life, equates eternal life with the Kingdom and with 
being saved. The New Testament writings speak often 
of a kingdom of God to be consummated in the future. 
They speak also of one that is active in this present world 
The latter, the same eternal Kingdom in its present phase, 
needs to be brought prominently to attention. Far too 
much, men have ignored the present fact, the present bless- 
ings, and the present duties of the Kingdom, to fix their 
attention upon the final drama of the universe. Let us 
rather realize that the Kingdom of God is now, eternal 
life is now, believers are saved now. It makes for peac~ 
and joy, for cheerful service to God and gracious service 
to men. 

The accepted religious teaching of Jesus’ day seems :l- 
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most to have put the God of salvation beyond the existing 
world order. God’s righteous law for the world stood firm. 
but his effective presence and power belonged to the world 
to come. Some of Jesus’ most striking words are directed 
against this thought. “The time is fulfilled.” Delay is no 
longer. “The Kingdom of God is at hand,” awaiting only 
the fulfillment of the conditions prescribed: ‘‘Repent and 
believe the good news.’ “The Kingdom of God is within 
you.” Should we grant that “within you” means “in the 
midst of you,” it still means that the Kingdom is present. 
An ancient rabbi, commenting on the song of Moses at the 
Red Sea, declared that Israel went astray on the day when 
men began to speak of the Kingdom of God in the future 
tense. Do not many of us Christians likewise go astray? 

The Kingdom of God, through the upward leading of the 
Divine Spirit and through the world’s agony, is ever press- 
ing for recognition and acceptance. There is no other 
peace or well-being for men. According to promise we look 
for new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness. We believe in the Kingdom of God as the divine 
rule in human society and in the brotherhood of man under 
the fatherhood of God. The following declarations are 
taken substantially from recent actions of the General As- 
sembly of the Southern Presbyterian Church. ‘We believe 
that the church, in fulfillment of its spiritual function, must 
interpret and present Christ’s ideal for the individual and 
for society, must offer Christ as the only Revealer of God, 
and must seek with the spiritual weapons at its disposal 
to establish his Lordship in the hearts of all men and over 
every area of human life. To this task we are summoned 
by aposties and prophets, and by the Master himself. Tho 
church must seek to bring all men to fashion their eco- 
nomic, political, and international life, as well as their 
individual lives, on the teaching of Jesus, that he may be 
Lord of all men and of all life. No life or social order 
on other foundation can stand. Such was the warning 
of the inspired prophets, and such was the teaching of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.”’ (Cf. also ‘The Kingdom of God,” p. 13.) 

The task is stupendous. How shall we do? One thing 
only will serve. Let men everywhere repent and believe 
the gospel and then give effect to the righteousness, the 
truth, and the love of God. The Lord reigneth. His is 
the battle and his the victory. His cohorts are the men of 
faith. The men of faith can look with fearless eyes be- 
yond the tragedy of a world in ruins. The men of faith 
“shall see the powers of darkness take their flight, shall see 
the morning break.” 


Querulous Questions Answered 


God, I asked for rest, and you’ve sent work. 
Isn’t it a mistake for you to take me 
and recklessly break me time and again? 


Could you know rest till you had found 
what it’s like to be bowed to the ground? 


I asked for health, and you’ve sent pain. 
Is it in sport that you continue to hurt 
each little part of me time and again? 


Could you know health until you’d learned 
the pain that froze you, that thawed and burned? 


I asked for joy and you’ve sent sorrow. 
Do you intend forever to bend me 
and ruthlessly rend me time and again? 


Could you know joy without sorrow, 
the perfect plough and disc and harrow? 


Will peace come at last? Will I 
ever be safe? Or will struggle and strife 
defeat me in life time and again? 


Whatever comes to you will go. 
For after life, there’s death to know. 
—NATALIE BLANTON. 
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@ In the introductory remarks of a contributing editor, he writes of Pilate, Peter, 
college students and faculty, conservatives and liberals, and troubles common to all. 


The Gentle Art of Criticism 


By GRAVES HAYDON THOMPSON* 


ONTIUS PILATE seems to me a much maligned man. 
Intrigued by the character of the man who was 
brought before him and convinced of his innocence, 

he tried every device he could think of to preserve his 
life—except the extreme action which would have resulted 
in a riot, and prob- 
ably in the death of 
himself, his wife, his 
few troops, and the 
one he had hoped to 
save. Yet this Pilate 
has been vilified as 
few men in history 
besides Judas Isca- 
riot. Of course we all 
wish that he could 
have shown himself 
a proto-Phantom or 
proto-Superman and 
somehow. _ extricated 
himself and the pri- 
soner from a hope- 
less situation— 





Dr. Thompson 
though, to be sure, this would have meant the thwarting 


of God’s destiny itself. But I have often wondered if I, 
in his place and knowing no more of Jesus’ true identity 
than Pilate, would have done any better. Would many of 
us have had the manhood to do more than Pilate did? 
Is it anything more than hindsight which makes us so 
bold to condemn? 

The criticism of Peter because of his denial of Jesus 
has always seemed to me a little unjust, too. After all, 
he did have the courage to follow his adored Leader into 
the lair of the enemy. An open confession of his identity, 
especially to the servant whose relative’s ear Peter had 
chopped off, might have led to very unfortunate results. 
From our safe vantage point of two thousand years it is 
easy to say it was better to do one thing than another. 
But try putting ourselves in Peter’s place. 


In the Place of the Innkeeper 


So it is with the keeper of the inn where Joseph and 
Mary could find no lodging. We think of him as the 
hard-hearted landlord type posting signs, ‘‘No children or 
dogs.”” If he had known what we know now, undoubtedly 
he would have put someone out and offered the mother 
of God’s Son the finest room in the place. Not having 
the advantage of our hindsight and believing that ‘‘full’’ 
means ‘‘full,’’ he did what he could. 

My point is that in our interpretation of past events 
we need to exercise a little sympathy; to put ourselves 
in the place of others and try to imagine how we would 
have acted. The Greek word from which ‘‘sympathy’”’ is 
derived means ‘“‘a feeling with.” If we can put ourselves 
alongside another person and feel as he does, then we 
have sympathy. 

That is what we need to do in our interpretation of 
history. It is what we need to do in our day-to-day ex- 
istence. Most of life’s conflicts could be avoided if the 
opposing parties would try to see things from the other 
person’s viewpoint, or try to put themselves in his place. 


An On-Campus Activity 


I happen to teach in a college. Oftentimes it seems as 





*Dr. Thompson, who is one of the newer additions te 
our editorial contributors, is on the faculty of Hampden- 
Sydney college, the professor of Latin and Greek. He alse 
has the distinction of being a brother of our co-editor. 


though there is a running skirmish going on between fac- 
ulty and student body. It was that way when I was a 
student, and it is that way now; I have just changed sides. 
The trouble is, most of our feachers sometimes forget 
how we felt when we were students, and forget to credit 
them with feelings and intelligence, hopes and desires and 
fears such as we have. Similarly, the students are 
likely not to appreciate the need for the maintenance of 
certain standards of schoiarship and behavior if a degree 
and a college are to have any standing. If each side could 
see things as the other side sees them (without becoming 
cross-eyed), then both might see eye to eye. 
Conservatives and liberals are usually at each other yam- 
mer and tongues. Personally, I have little respect for the 
intelligence of a man who shows himself either a constant 
conservative or a perpetual progressive. When things need 
to be changed, let us be liberals. When they need to be 
preserved as they are—and such is often the case—let 
us be conservative. Surely reason, and not birth or a rigid 
formula, must determine our position on each question. 
Only too often, though, this is not the case, as Private 
Willis realized when he mused in Iolanthe: ; 


I often think it’s comical 

How Nature always does contrive 
That ev’ry boy and ev’ry gal 
That’s born into the world alive 
Is either a little Liberal 

Or else a little Conservative! 


On the question of church union, let us assume that 
each side has chosen its position for good and honest rea- 
sous. Obviously this is not altogether true: certain self- 
ish factors are also present. But on the whole, the con- 
servative element is undoubtedly sincere in its belief that 
our church and the cause of Christ will lose more than it 
gains by reunion with the Northern branch, and the pro- 
gressive element is equally sincere in its opposing belief. 

I cannot agree with one good elder I know who decries 
all discussion of the matter on the grounds that it brings 
about hard feelings. The discussion must go on, but let 
it be conducted with honest respect, with sympathy for the 
views of those with whom we disagree. In that way there 
need be no bitterness. For in Christian love there is no 
room for bitterness; there is plenty of room for sympathy. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Council Issue Is Settled 


Year after year since the General As- 
sembly voted that our church should 
take its place alongside our sister de- 
nominations in the Federal Council of 
Churches, opponents of the Council 
have insisted that the question should 
not have been finally decided by the 
General Assembly, that it should have 
been submitted to the presbyteries in 
order to find the real sentiment of the 
church. Year by year General Assem- 
blies declined to do this, chiefly on the 
grounds that such questions have tradi- 
tionally been the province of the As- 
sembly and only of the Assembly, and 
that to refer it to the presbyteries 
would unnecessarily agitate the church. 

Last year, however, Council oppo- 
nents made their supreme effort to have 
this question submitted to the presby- 
teries, for they did not believe that the 
Assembly in these recent years had been 
reflecting the mind of the church as it 
cast its overwhelming vote for con- 
tinued cooperation in this Protestant 
body. Therefore, the matter went down 
to the presbyteries on the terms de- 
manded by the Council opponents and 
with the consent of many friends of 
the Council. This vote, at the grass- 
roots of the church, they said, will let 
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us know in a definite way just how 
our people feel about this issue. 

Now they know. When returns are 
finally in they will show between 60 
and 63 of the 87 presbyteries favoring 
the Council. In most of these the 
vote has been overwhelming, just as it 
had been in recent Assemblies. Th 
total popular vote is even more impres- 
sive than the total number of presby- 
teries favoring the Council. What is 
more, even in some presbyteries where 
opponents cast the larger vote, the 
friends of the Council were a substan- 
tial minority. 

The 1948 Assembly will have to give 
lat least a formal vote on the matter, 
but since the question has been sub- 
mitted to the presbyteries on terms 
begged by the opposition and in a man- 
ner which the most partisan on either 
side would have to admit as fair, Coun- 
cil opponents will be the first to insist 
that the judgment of the presbyteries, 
which they urgently sought, shall be 
heeded. 


For the Church’s Children 


People all across the church will be 
deeply regretful to see Miss Atha Bow- 
man leave her present work as director 
of children’s work for the denomination. 
There she has served with a high degree 
of efficiency for the past ten years, or 
for 22 years in total service in that de- 
partment. During these years, carry- 
ing on in the fine tradition of Miss Eliza- 
beth Shields, she has led church after 
church to a sounder program in the re- 
ligious nurture of their children. More 
than this, she has been constantly at 
work to awaken parents to their basic 
tasks in the spiritual development of 
their homes, and she has led the way in 
linking church and home in their com- 
mon task. 

In the growing Selwyn Avenue church 
in Charlotte, in the midst of untold 
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numbers of homes of young parents, she 
will have a continuing first-hand oppor- 
tunity to pioneer the way in one of the 
most significant movements now to be 
observed in the church—the week-day 
kindergarten. As those who know her 
great contributions to our church in the 
years past express their grateful thanks, 
they will also extend hearty good wishes 
in the important new undertaking which 
she will assume. What she does there 
for church, for homes, and for children 
will have far-reaching influences in our 
denomination—and beyond. 


GUEST EDITORS 


If the Women Took Charge 


We are suffering, I believe, from too 
great a domination of the masculine 
principle, with its ruthless creative fer- 
vor, as against the more deep rooted 
and saner feminine principle, which 
puts people first and everything else 
a bad second. And if the women of 
every major country took over the poli- 
tics and economics for the next 50 
years, I, for one, would be delighted. 
In a world still badly housed, fed and 
clothed, you would not catch the house- 
wives spending five minutes or five dol- 
lars making atom bombs.—J. B. 
PRIESTLY in the New York Post. 





Who Followed Jesus? 


In the best sense of the word, Jesus 
was a radical. His religion has 
been so long identified with conserva- 
tism—often with conservatism cf the 
obstinate and unyielding sort—that it 
is almost startling for us sometimes 
to remember that all of the conserva- 
tism of his own times was against him; 
that it was the young, free, restless, 
sanguine, progressive part of the peo- 
ple who flocked to him.—PHILLIPS 
BROOKS. 





man. 


we are bound to solve it. 
evasion, no escape. 


lift up our eyes. 


*Tuskegee Institute, Ala. 





Either ...or... 


By HARRY V. RICHARDSON* 


E ARE ALL FAMILIAR with the story of the rich man and Laza- 
rus. There are times when I can sympathize with the rich 
I can well imagine him coming home some afternoon, 
and, finding that beggar parked at his gate, saying to Lazarus, in his 
heart, if not in words: ‘‘Why don’t you get up and go sit by some 
other rich man’s gate and send his soul to hell; why do you pick on me?”’ 


But, it was not as easy as that. 
Dives’ problem, and Dives was bound to solve it, and, because he did 
not, as the Bible says, ‘‘in hell he lifted up his eyes.’’ 


Well, this terrible race problem is at our door. 
For the Christian chureh there ean be no 
Either we face it and work it out according to 
Christian standards, or, in the language of the Bible, in hell we shall 


Lazarus sat at Dives’ gate, he was 
> 


It is here, and 
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How to Give Your Heart to Jesus Christ 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“First they gave their own selves to 
the Lord.”"—II Cor. 8:5. 


HERE ARE MANY WAYS of say- 
ing how you begin to be a Chris- 
tian. One of the simplest is: Give 

your heart to Jesus Christ. Once you 
have done that, you have begun to be 
a Christian, you belong to him. He has 
never refused a heart yet. You cannot 
give what he will not take. But what 
does it mean, to give your heart to him? 
How do you do it? 

It is not the same thing as believing 
certain things about him. You can be- 
lieve that he is the Son of God and that 
he lived and-died to save mankind, but 
any ordinary minor devil can (and 
doubtless does) believe that much, and 
it makes no difference in him at all. 

It is not the same as feeling an emo- 
tion about him. True, if you give him 
your heart you can sing with new truth, 


“Jesus, the very thought of Thee 
With sweetness fills my breast.’”’ 


But if that is all there is to it, he does 
not yet have your heart. Many persons 
are emotional about one another who 
do not know what true love is. All true 
love brings emotion but not all emotion 
comes from true love. 

It is more like giving him your soul, 
but very few people have any definite 
idea of what a soul is, and philosophers 
have had a hard time explaining it. 
How can you give what you hardly knew 
you had? How can you give what you 
can’t put your finger on? Some people 
even have the notion that a ‘‘soul’”’ is 
something you do not need in this life 
but must have in the next, so they 
easily give away this ‘‘something” they 
will not miss this side of death, hoping 
to get it back when they need it; and 
then go on living as if nothing had hap- 
pened. Such people can hardly be called 
Christians at all. 

In the Bible, ‘heart’? means all the 
inner life—thoughts, attitudes, inten- 
tions, motives, loyalties. Your heart 
means simply and totally YOU. Giving 
your heart means giving yourself. How 
do you give yourself to Jesus Christ? 


ET US TAKE one actual case from 
L the New Testament: Thomas, one 
of the twelve who were nearest to 
Jesus. He was a plain ordinary man, 
who found believing hard rather than 
easy, a man not given to dreamy emo- 
tion, not at all a fanatic or a religious 
genius, just an everyday person who 
liked to have things explained to him. 
Our only four pictures of Thomas give 
us an idea of how he gave his heart to 
Christ. First, when Jesus was going 
into a dangerous situation (John 11), 
Thomas was not sure it was going to 


come out well, indeed he was sure it 
would not. All the same, he said to the 
other disciples, ‘‘Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.’’ Thomas intended 
to follow Jesus. He was going to keep 
as close to him as possible. Giving your 
heart to Jesus means that you too will 
follow him, that is, you will not let him 
get out of sight. You will want to be 
with him, you will think of him as your 
constant companion, you take your 
orders from him, you accept him as your 
leader. Following him means that what 
he wants, you want; what he turns his 
back on, you turn your back on. Oh, 
you may say, I don’t know now what 
he is going to want me to do, I don’t 
know what he wants. Neither did 
Thomas at that time; but he was sure 
of one thing: he did not want to be left 
behind. 


Then a few weeks later, in the Upper 
Room (John 14), on the last night be- 
fore the crucifixion, Jesus was talking 
with his friends and they did not under- 
stand him. At least Thomas did not. 
So he broke in with the question, ‘“‘Lord, 
we know not whither Thou goest, how 
can we know the way?” The point is 
that Thomas brought to Jesus his ques- 
tions, as in fact the other disciples did. 
They called him ‘teacher’ more than 
any other name. They came to him for 
the truth. So now, giving your heart 
to Christ means giving your mind to 
him. Take him for your teacher. It 
is true, few if any Christians can claim 
face-to-face conversations with him as 
Thomas and the others had in Galilee, 
but we do have the Gospels and we 
know enough of what Jesus taught. He 
gave us no detailed instructions about 
any problem; but he gave us the main 
line along which we can meet and tackle 
all problems. He himself said that a 
man whose house of life is built on his 
teachings is a man who builds on solid 
rock. To give your heart to Christ 
means to do as. Thomas did, to lay open 
before him the puzzles and problems of 
life and to do your best to live by the 
answers you find in him. 


OR SOME STRANGE REASON, 
Thomas is more famed for his 
doubt than for his faith. After the 

resurrection, there was a time when 
Thomas did not believe that Christ had 
risen, though the others all did. You 
might think they would have thrown 
him out, or that he would have had 
nothing more to do with them. But on 
the contrary, we find Thomas meeting 
with the other disciples even when their 
faith went beyond his. He had never 
taken back his heart. He was going to 
stay with the friends of Jesus, no mat- 
ter what. So with you now. You may 
think, ‘‘I can’t believe, or I can’t under- 


stand, all that the church teaches about 
Jesus. I am not sure about a lot of 
things.”” Well, neither was Thomas for 
a while. But you can do what he did, 
you can stay by the friends of Jesus. 
In modern times that means his church. 
If you give your heart to Christ you will 
not run away from the society of his 
friends. 

So Thomas came to the high moment 
when he faced Christ, with the marks 
of the Cross upon him, and cried out, 
‘My Lord and my God!” Giving your 
heart to Jesus means to worship him, 
for in him you meet with God. Giving 
him your heart means more than simply 
being friendly toward him or learning 
from him, It means kneeling before 
him. What God has to say to you he 
says in Jesus. What God does for you 
he does in Jesus. What is it you need? 
Forgiveness? Cleanness? Strength? 
Hope? Light? You may think that in 
giving him your heart, yourself, you are 
giving him too much. By no means. 
For in Christ God gives you—himself. 


We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 











16. Peter Marshall 


When Peter Marshall received his 
B. D. degree from Columbia Theological 
Seminary in 1931, it was commonly be- 
lieved by his fellow-students and pro~ 
fessors alike that this young Scottish- 
born preacher would “go places,’’-as the 
boys put it, in the ministry. Yet few 
thought that he would go so far so fast. 

Trevor Mordecai, so Peter Marshall 
says, was the man who turned his 
thoughts towards the ministry. Li- 
censed and ordained by Atlanta Pres- 
bytery (US) on May 15, 1931, Marshall’s 
first pastorate was at Covington, Ga., 
where he remained for two years. In 
1933 he was called to the pastorate of 
the Westminster Presbyterian Church 
of Atlanta, which proved to be only a 
four-year pastorate. Accepting a call 
to the historic old New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church of Washington, 
D. C., the USA church in which Abra- 
ham Lincoln worshipped regularly dur- 
ing his incumbency of the White House, 
Peter Marshall has remained in the Na- 
tion’s capitol, preaching to great con- 
gregations of people both mornings and 
nights, despite numerous approaches 
and calls that have come to him from 
churches all over America. As Chap- 
lain of the United States Senate, his in- 
fluence has been further increased. 
Columbia Theological Seminary and the 
Southern Presbyterian Church rejoice 
in the ministry of Peter Marshall, whose 
great gifts of mind and heart and spirit 
they were used of God to discover and 
to train for the advancement of the 
Kingdom of God and the enrichment of 
the life of the nation. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Greenville Starts 





Friendship Barge 


Mississippi News Letter 


Late in February a barge started 
moving down the Mississippi River to- 
ward the port of New Orleans. This 
“Friendship Barge” of food and cloth- 
ing for the needy people of Europe was 
started on its way through efforts of 
the Greenville Ministerial Association 
with the full support of Editor Huodding 
Carter, of the Greenville Democrat- 
Times and of Church World Service. 
Contributions poured in from every vii- 
lage and hamlet in the surrounding 
countryside. By the time the barge 
reaches New Orleans more than 209 
tons of material is expected to be 
aboard. The barge line and volunteer 
helpers donated their services and peo- 
ple all through the Delta region, heart 
of Mississippi's plantation country, gave 


generously to the cause. One oldtimer 
described the friendship barge idea— 
like that of the more famous Friend- 
ship Train—as a kind of personal Eu- 
ropean Recovery Plan. ‘“‘There’s a sort 
of kinship you feel with the rest of 
the world, living on the river,” he said. 
“The river pours out into the Gulf, and 
the Gulf opens into the Atlantic. With 
all the ocean currents, I guess the 
muddy waters of the Old Mississippi 
reach about every one of those countries 
where people need food and clothing.” 
Since the idea started in Greenville, 
New Orleans leaped into the battle 
against want abroad and held a 
“Friendship Week” in which 10,000 
tons of food were collected for the 
old city of Orleans, France. 


State Legislature Is Urged 
To Repeal Prohibition Laws 

The Mississippi State Legisiature, 
now in session, is debating the state’s 
prohibition laws. The Jackson News 
conducted a_ wet-dry poll in which 
voters from all walks of life and from 
a cross-section of 80 of the state’s 82 





Davidson, N. C. 


John R. Cunningham, 
President 





Where Religion 
and Education 
Advance 
The Christian Purpose 


Write for Catalogue 








WRITE FOR 
CATALOGUE 


SOUTHWESTERN 
At Memphis 


SOUND IN SCHOLARSHIP 
CHRISTIAN IN PURPOSE AND SPIRIT 


CHAS. E. DIEHL 
PRESIDENT 








equipment, beautiful campus. 
1949 session should be made now. 


PEACE COLLEGE 


RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 
First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. Trans- 
fer, General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. 
control, academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern 
Glee Club, Sports. 
For catalogue, write 
William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Program develops self- 


Applications for 1948- 








Degree. Preparatory: 


students. 


Registration Fee $5.00 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July. 
Standard Freshman and Sopohomore courses leading to A. A. or A. S. 
10th, 11th, 


Two- year Business Administration. 


12th grades. 


Veterans refresher. 


Apartments available for married 





Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 
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counties participated. Final score: For 
legal sale of whiskey, 9,706 - votes; 
against, 2,643. At the Universily of 
Mississippi 733 student veterans signed 
a 25-foot-long petition seeking repeal 
of the prohibition laws. They urge a 
system of sales under state control. 
Twenty-seven students from Millsaps 
College, in their petition, called prohi- 
bition a “farce in Mississippi.” The 
Church Council for Alcohol Education, 
sponsored by the State Department of 
Education, leading denominations, the 
WCTU, and the Congress of Parents 
and Teachers, is now seeking funds for 
an additional full-time worker for al- 
cohol and narcotic education. Larger 
churches are asked for five cents per 
member for this purpose. Funds for 
such a person now at work were appro- 
priated by the legislature. This coun- 
cil studies ‘“‘the needs of children, 
youth, and adults in alcohol education” 
and provides “‘such training as to meet 
these needs.” 


Laymen Lead in Providing 
Effective Radio Broadcasts 

Churches in this synod are using the 
radio increasingly in a program of out- 
reach. Laymen of East Mississippi Pres- 
bytery sponsor a weekly program over 
the Columbus, Tupelo, West Point and 
Meridian stations. Nearly all in this 
series, now in its third year, are live- 
voice broadcasts and about one-fourth 
of the messages are delivered by promi- 
nent laymen from over the presbytery. 
Presbytery’s men-of-the-church organit- 
zation finances this project with Ed 
Edens of Okalona as its chairman. Be- 
ginning March 7, the transcribed series, 
“Like a Mighty Army,” was to begin 
its 13-weeks cycle. A number of in- 
dividual churches in Jackson, Meridian, 
Greenwood, West Point and Yazoo City 
broadcast many Sunday services. 


Fischer Sees Gandhi as 
First Christian Since Christ 

Louis Fischer, noted international 
correspondent, speaking to the Jack- 
son Executives Club in February, com- 
pared the ideology of Gandhi with that 
of the Russians. He said Gandhi ‘‘prob- 
ably was the only Christian since 
Christ” and declared that while “he de- 
stroyed a great deal of evil there re 
mains a great deal of evil in the world. 
Gandhi’s death means that unless the 
evil is destroyed, it will destroy us.” 
He suggested that “‘Gandhi.was a demo- 
crat because he was a Christian. He 
not only wanted a free India; he 
wanted free Indians in a free India.” 


Student Group Holds Annual 
Meeting in Hattiesburg 

A very successful Westminster Fel- 
lowship Conference was held in the 
First church, Hattiesburg, in February, 
with 50 or more students representing 
12 colleges of the state. Robert 5S. 
Woodson, synod’s chairman, made the 
opening address. Harry G. Goody- 
koontz, director of student work for 
the Assembly, gave the main address 0% 
the conference on the Lordship of 





Alte 
Jacl 
chu 


con; 
in ‘ 
the 


it b 


is 1 
cele 


of 
Uni 
you 
ann 
Sou 
sun 
van 
con 
Yaz 








MARCH 15, 1948 


Christ. Vance Barron, of Meridian, 
condemned an “easy Christianity’ and 
challenged the students to a more 
heroic and dangerous way of living. 
New officers are: Douglas Harper, pres- 
ident; Rebecca Connor, Belhaven, vice- 
president; Helen Coplen, Ole Miss., sec- 
retary-treasurer. 
Miscellany 

“The Good Road,’ musical revue of 
the Moral Re-Armament group, played 
to two capacity audiences in Jackson 
late in January. January also 
marked the coming of the Freedom 
Train to Hattiesburg, Meridian, Jack- 
son and Vicksburg. ‘‘Nonsegregation”’ 
was the order of the days and there 
were no untoward incidents. . . . The 
Alta Woods chapel on Terry Road, 
Jackson, will soon be organized into a 
church with 85 charter members. . 

Under sponsorship by the Senatobia 
congregation, the New Garden church 
in Tate County has been revived from 
the ruins of an old Cumberland church; 
it begins its new effort with 20 charter 
members. . The Senatobia church 
is laying plans for its own centennial 
celebration next May 2-9. . . Gayle 
C. Beanland is now serving as director 
of the Westminster Fellowship at tho 
University of Mississippi. . . .The 
youth fellowship of the synod held its 
annual council meeting recently at 
Southwestern in Memphis, planning the 
summer’s work which will include cara- 
vans, visits to different churches, and 
conferences. ROBERT S. WOODSON. 
Yazoo City. 
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The Answer 


The ministers of the Presbyterian Church have faithfully proclaimed 
Jesus Christ as the only answer to the world’s sin and sorrow and fear. 


Some have grown old, some have become disabled, some have died 
and left wife and children. 


The Churech’s answer to the needs of these homes has been inade- 
quate. 


The 1947 General Assembly, ‘‘in view of the very grave need of our 
ministers who have had to retire on the meager amounts now paid to 
annuitants, and because the maximum grants which are now being paid 
to annuitants cannot be increased without endangering the soundness 
of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund’’ called on the Church to increase the 
$3,000,000 prior service fund, ‘‘so that our retired ministers and those 
soon to be retired may receive more adequate provision.’’ 


What will your answer be? 
A check today. 


We suggest : 
A legacy in your will. 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 

Ministers’ Annuity Fund 
Wm. H. Hopper, 


Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary Treasurer 


410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 








GIVE NOW! 
People are cold, hungry 
and discouraged. Little 
Children are literally 
dying for want of food. 
This is an emergency 
program! 





Church channels are ready. 
ernment sources, as a way to get your gift there safely and quickly. This 
is efficient and ‘economical ; 
fluence of the church. 


Give Through Your Church For War Relief 


GIVE GENEROUSLY! By giv- 
ing through church channels, 
your money buys many times 
more than individual buying. 
You ean help more people, at a 
time when help is a necessity 
. . . for Christianity’s sake! 
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Give Through Your Church 


They have been recommended, even by gov- 


this is an opportunity to strengthen the in- 


$600,000 Is the Goal 
March Is the War Relief Month 


Committee on War Relief and Presbyterian Program of Progress 


803 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia 











12 THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








MINISTERIAL 
BELHAVEN]| MENTION 


CHANGES 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI “Paul C. Dickenson, Palmetto, Fla., 
POSSESSING— 


has accepted a call to the First USA 
Att tive Campus church, Earl Lake, Birmingham, effec- 
Modern Buildings tive April 1. Address: 8401 2nd Ave., 
Excellent Student Body S., Birmingham 6, Ala. 





STRESSING Frank B. O’Leary, formerly of Jones- 
Character boro, Ga., is the new minister at Oak- 
Culture land Heights church, Meridan, Miss. 


Sound Scholarship Charles H. Brown from Pendleton, S. 
C., to Route 5, Spartanburg, S. C. 

G. L. Whiteley, former pastor of the 
Belmont church, Roanoke, Va., is now 


superintendent of home missions fer 


For Catalog—Write: 
G. T. GILLESPIE, President 











Montgomery Presbytery. Address: 2117 





. 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1948 


A Christian College where education of the whole man has 
yielded the fruit of civic and professional leadership for genera- 
tions. 

EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 








QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte 7, N. C. 
As a Christian college, Queens em- 


phasizes the importance of the individ- 





ual student in class and on campus. 


A Liberal Arts College for Women 
Offering A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 








THE PRINCETON INSTITUTE OF 
THEOLOGY 


JULY 12 to 22, 1948 


GENERAL THEME: The Church on the Frontier of Tomorrow 
BIBLE HOUR: F. Crossley Morgan and Dean G. McKee. 
Elective Courses Under: 


John Baillie 
Emile Cailliet 
Paul L. Lehmann 
L. A. Loetscher 
Edwin R. Rian 
Bela Vasady 


Georges A. Barrois 

Andrew W. Blackwood 

F. W. Dillistone 

Norman V. Hope 

Bruce M. Metzger 

George E. Sweazey 
Convocation Period. John A. Mackay on Concerns of the Church Uni- 


versal. John Short, Bournemouth, England, on The Church and 
the World. 


Evening Sermons. By John A. Redhead, John Short, and Joseph R. Sizoo. 


Frontiers of Conflict. Central Europe, Herbert Gezork; Palestine, Ed- 
ward J. Jurji; Russia, Christopher Norborg; India, Paul Devanan- 
dan; International Implications of Atomic Energy, a Leading Nuclear 
Scientist. 


Ten days of inspiration, education and fellowship in ideal surroundings. 
For full information and registration card, please address: 


J. Christy Wilson, Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, N. J. 
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Rosalind Ave., Roanoke. 

Cc. L. Letson from Columbus, Ga., to 
Laurens, S. C. 

Ernst William Hagel from Cullen- 
dale, Ark., to Orlando Hotel, Camden, 
Ark. 


RELIGIOUS EMPHASIS WEEK 
Speakers during Religious Emphasis 
Week at Presbyterian College, Clinton, 
S. C., included: Harry G. Goodykoontz, 
Louisville, Ky.; John K. Roberts, Dan- 
ville, Va.; Wallace M. Alston, Atlanta; 
and Marshall C. Dendy, Orlando, Fla. 


LENTEN LECTURES 

Balmer H. Kelly of the Union Semi- 
nary faculty will be the speaker at 
March 16-19 services sponsored by the 
women of First, Second and Grace Cove- 
nant churches, Richmond, Va. The in- 
terdenominational services are to be 
held daily at the Second church at 3:00 
P. M., with Professor Kelly taking as 
his theme, “Wisdom Literature of the 
Old Testament.” 


ENGAGED 

James H. Skelton, Uberlandia, Minas, 
Brazil, and Miss Dorothy Dell Downing, 
Patrocinio, Minas, Brazil, both Presby- 
terian, US, missionaries, have announced 
their engagement. 


MISSIONARIES 

Appointment of William Frank Mc- 
Elroy, Jr., Donna, Texas, and Mrs. Mc- 
Elroy, as missionaries to Africa has 
been announced by the Nashville office. 
Mr. McElroy is now pastor of the Donna 
church. Also appointed was Mary Lit- 
tlepage Lancaster who will be a mis- 
sionary-nurse in China. Miss Lancas- 
ter is a daughter of the Lewis Lancas- 
ters, now in China. 


DEATH 

George Robertson Gillespie, 80, died 
in Gastonia, N. C., February 12. Mr. 
Gillespie came into the Southern church 
from the USA church, serving in several 
pastorates in Kings Mountain Presby- 
tery and from 1925 to 1930 he was su- 
perintendent of home missions for the 
presbytery. Since that time he engaged 
in pulpit supply work as his health per- 
mitted. 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 

R. B. PURDUM, President 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


The Kingdom of God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MARCH 21 


Luke 4:16-21; Mark 4:26-29; Luke17:20-21; Romans 14:17 


(Quotations are from the Revised 
Standard Version.) 

Jesus’ teaching while he was on earth 
centered about the Kingdom of God. By 
this term he meant at least two things: 
(1) the reign of God, and (2) the bless- 
ings of God. Fundamentally, the King- 
dom of God means the reign of God. 
It includes the reign of God over in- 
dividuals and over society, in this life 
and also in the life to come. Acceptance 
of God’s reign brings God’s blessing. 
The Kingdom of God includes, there- 
fore, the blessings of God which the in- 
dividual and society will enjoy when the 
reign of God becomes a fact, 

The passages chosen for our study 
this week throw light on four important 
questions regarding the Kingdom of 
God. 


I. What Does It Offer? 
Luke 4:16-21 


Luke puts this incident at the fore- 
front of his Gospel because it describes 
Jesus’ mission or role as inaugurator of 
the Kingdom. 

The worship of the synagogue cor- 
responded roughly to tnat of our mod- 
ern church, But there were some im- 
portant differences. Among other things 
there was no regular pastor. The rulers 
of the synagogue were entrusted with 
the duty of keeping the pulpit supplied 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, not a difficult 
task, for rabbis, who earned their liv- 
ing by plying some secular trade, and 
scribes, who were students of the Jewish 
law, were always present. Visitors of 
renown were commonly invited to ad- 
dress the people. Jesus was now widely 
known as a teacher, and it was only 
natural that he should be asked to take 
the leading part in the service. 

After the recitation of the Shema (Dt. 
6:4-9; 11:13-21), and the prayers and 
the reading of the Law, Jesus stood and 
one of the attendants handed him the 
Toll of the prophet Isaiah. Jesus opened 
the roll and read part of the first two 
verses of the 61st chapter. This is one 
of the great Messianic passages of, the 
Old Testament, The speaker is the 
“Servant of the Lord,’’ whom we find 
described throughout the latter part of 
Isaiah, and whose vicarious sufferings 
for the sins of his people are so elo- 
quently set forth in chapter 53. 

Proof of the fact that he has been 
anointed by the Holy Spirit is found in 
the nature of his ministry, which is one 
of human sympathy and divine helpful- 
hess. It is interesting to note in this 
connection that Jesus added to the two 


verses from the 61st chapter of Isaiah 
a clause from Isaiah 58:6, “to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed.”” Even 
more significant is his omission of the 
final clause of the second verse, ‘‘and 
the day of vengeance of our God.”’ 


When Jesus had read the two verses 
as noted, he closed the roll and handed 
it back to the attendant and then, ac- 
cording to the custom of the time, he 
sat down and began to deliver his ser- 
mon, We do not possess a full account of 
what he said, but the gist of it is pre- 
served in these words, ‘Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hear- 
ing.” Not tomorrow or some other 
time in the future, but today. ‘While 
his contemporaries are waiting for 
‘signs to be given,’ or for ‘times to 
elapse,’ Jesus declares God’s will to save 
his people to be immediate. Not in a 
future age, but now is the captive’s 
power of sin to be broken, communion 
with God to be established, and the will 
of God to be done.” (William Manson: 
The Gospel of Luke.) 

But more is involved in Jesus’ words 
than this. He claims in this sermon, 
implicitly, if not explicitly, that he is 
the promised Messiah. ‘‘The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me.”’ 

Jesus declares furthermore that it is 
the Messiah’s function to preach good 
news to the poor, to proclaim release to 
the captives and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty those who 
are oppressed, and to proclaim the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord; and that in 
him the program is being fulfilled and 
will continue to be fulfilled. 

Who are the men to whom the Gospel 
is to be preached? “The poor’’—but 
men are poor in condition and in spirit. 
“The captives’—but men may be in 
bondage under masters or circumstances 
or in bondage to their own sins. ‘‘The 
blind’”’—but men may be blind of eye 
and blind also in spiritual vision, ‘“‘The 
oppressed—but men may be oppressed 
physically or mentally or spiritually. 
Which did Christ mean? 

According to Manson, ‘“‘The term, ‘the 
poor,’ is to be taken in its inward spirit- 
ual sense, and similarly the expressions, 
‘captive,’ ‘blind,’ ‘oppressed,’ indicate 
not merely the down-trodden victims of 
material force, such as Rome’s, but the 
victims of inward repressions, neuroses, 
and other spiritual ills due to misdirec- 
tion and failure of life’s energies and 
purposes.” The spiritual interpretation 
is the usual one. 

But Isaiah was almost certainly 
thinking of those who were poor in ma- 
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terial goods, those who were actually 
blind, those who were captive in 
Babylon. And it may be, as E. Stanley 
Jones insists, that Jesus was likewise 
thinking of those who were physical 
captives and those who were physically 
distressed, and that like Mary, his 
mother, (1:46-55), he expected the 
Kingdom of God to bring a revolution 
in social values as well as one in spirit- 
ual values. 

The first item is ‘to preach good news 
to the poor.” Says Stanley Jones, “I 
do not see why it shouldn’t mean exactly 
what it says, namely, that the coming 
of this new Kingdom would mean good 
news to the poor, the economically dis- 
inherited.”” Reginald J. Barker agrees 
with Dr. Jones: ‘“‘The proclamation loses 
half its significance if we forget the poor 
who crowded to hear his good news, the 
prisoners who languished in prisons be- 
cause of debt and insurrection, the blind 
beggars who sought his aid, the op- 
pressed proletariat of Palestine, and if 
we forget that ‘the Lord’s year of favor’ 
is the proclamation of ‘liberty through- 
out the land,’ when slaves are freed and 
the land is restored to the people.” 


If this is the case, what did Jesus 
mean by good news to the poor? Was 
it to preach contentment in their pov- 
erty or by offering compensation in a 
future world? Was it to make bearable 
this poverty by its acceptance of the will 
of God? If this is what is meant, Dr. 
Jones argues, ‘“‘then religion does be- 
come, as the communists say, ‘an opiate 
to the people.’’”’ He holds that Jesus’ 
gospel strikes at the root of the injus- 
tices between man and man which cause 
poverty. It leads to release from the 
poverty itself, it means an order of so- 
ciety in which the needs of all are met. 
And so with the other clauses. As God’s 
reign was accepted the captives would 
be released, the sick healed, the op- 
pressed set free. Dr. Jones points out 
that the acceptable year of the Lord re- 
fers to the year of Jubilee, as described 
in Levit. 25:10: “As the Year of Jubilee 
meant a fresh national beginning, based 
on justice and equality and brotherhood, 
so his Kingdom would mean a fresh 
world beginning based on _ justice, 
equality and brotherhood. ... He ex- 
pected a collective awakening and re- 
birth as well as an individual awaken- 
ing and rebirth.” 


Is the traditional or purely spiritual 
interpretation of these verses right, or 
are Stanley Jones and other modern in- 
terpreters correct? Is it enough for us 
to make the spiritual application, or 
must we also make the social applica- 
tion? Jesus does release the captives 
of sin, he does recover the sight of those 
who are spiritual blind, he does set at 
liberty those who are oppressed by their 
own failures or by their own neuroses. 
But he also opened the eyes of the 
physically blind when he was in the 
flesh and in his preaching he struck at 
the selfishness which causes much of 
man’s poverty and physical suffering. 
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Through his followers in every age he 
has continued to free the enslaved and 
the oppressed. It was from him, for ex- 
ample, that St. Vincent de Paul learned 
his tenderness for the poor, and John 
Howard, his love for the suffering, and 
William Wilberforce his compassion for 
the slaves, and Lord Shaftesbury was 
inspired to dedicate his life to the 
amelioration of the lot of the indus- 
trially oppressed. It was from him that 
Gandhi received the spirit which made 
him in popular estimation the most 
Christ-like man of our times. Professor 
Robert Millikan says that in his judg- 
ment “ninety-five per cent of all altru- 
istic and humanitarian work in the 
world has come directly or indirectly 
from the influences of organized relig- 
ion.” 

The Kingdom of God involves the 
fatherhood of God; it involves also the 
brotherhood of man—those who come 
to God by him; and it was this double 
conception of the Kingdom that Jesus 
presented to his fellow-townsmen in 
Nazareth. A new era, he said, was at 
hand, an era that would end suffering, 
physical and spiritual, if only men 
would heed his message and accept him 
as their promised Messiah. 


II. How Does It Come? 
Mark 4:26-29 


As time went on the disciples were 
surprised that there were so few visible 
results from Jesus’ preaching, that the 
opposition of the authorities was rising 
ever higher, that the people who flocked 
to hear him seemed so unwilling to ac- 
cept his Gospel. The Kingdom which 
he proclaimed seemed no nearer than 
before. 

That they might not be discouraged 
Jesus told them first the parable of the 
Sower, which explains that the Kingdom 
comes through the sowing of the truth 
in the hearts of men, and that while 
some of the seed will be wasted, some 
of it will bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and 
even a hundred fold. 

He followed this parable with a sec- 
ond which illustrates the growth of the 
Kingdom even better: “The Kingdom 
of God is as if a man should scatter seed 
upon the ground and should sleep and 
rise night and day and the seed should 
sprout and grow, he knows not how. 
The earth produces of itself, first, the 
blade, then the ear, then the full grain 
in the ear.” This parable tells us three 
things about the growth of God’s reign: 

First, it is certain—because the seed, 
i. e., the gospel, has life, vitality in it- 
self, and because it is adapted to the 
soil and the soil to it. “ ‘The seed 
springeth up,’ ‘the earth bringeth forth 
fruit’ because soil and seed are in har- 
mony. The soil provides the very ele- 
ments needed for the seed’s nourish- 
ment, and the seed gives the soil its op- 
portunity. So, says Jesus, the Kingdom 
fits human life.” True the seed does 
not sprout in every soil, as illustrated 
in the preceding parable, nevertheless 
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human nature is adapted to the gospel 
and once the seed takes root in the in- 
dividual heart or in the life of a nation 
or of the world, some of it will bring 
forth fruit. 

Second, it is secret. ‘‘The seed ap- 
pears to have a precarious existence. 
When it is buried in the earth, who 
knows that it will ever survive? Then 
is seen the miracle of the first shoot 
piercing its way through the hindering 
soil; then the ear; then the full grain. 
It thrives not primarily by human aid 
(though cultivation is necessary for the 
best results) but by inherent power. A 
man may dissect the roots of a flower, 
and analyze the soil, but the secret of 
growth will still elude him. ‘God giveth 
the increase!”” (George Buttrick: The 
Parables of Jesus.) 

And so with the Kingdom of God. 
We do not understand how the gospel 
bears its fruit in human life or in the 
life of a nation. We cannot see what 
takes place beneath the surface. We 
never know what hold the seed we scat- 
ter have taken, what fruit they shall 
bear in a human life. Once it has found 
congenial soil, it will germinate and 
grow, while we sleep, after we have 
gone. One of the joys of heaven, I 
think, will be to discover what fruit 
some chance word, some small, unselfish 
deed, has borne in individual lives or 
in the life of the world. 

Third, it is gradual, first the blade, 
then the ear, and then finally the full 
grain in the ear. So it is with individ- 
uals, We do not see the full fruit all 
at once. That bit of truth, that new 
ideal which has found lodgment within 
a boy’s heart may seem to have small 
influence on the boy’s life, but give it 
time; first, the blade will appear, then 
the ear, and finally, many years hence, 
the full grain in the ear. And so it is 
in the life of the world. The gospel 
which Jesus preached has borne some 
fruit, but not its full fruit; that is still 
to come, Our duty is to prepare and 
clean the soil and to sow the right kind 
of seed, confident that fruit will appear 
in due season, Like the farmer we must 
“exercise patience and hope in the full 
conviction that in the spiritual universe, 
as in the natural, there are divine forces 
which promote the growth of good im- 
pulses and produce great fruitfulness in 
human lives.” 


III. Where Is It Found? 
Luke 17:20-21 


“Being asked by the Pharisees when 
the kingdom of God was coming, he 
answered them, ‘The Kingdom of God 
is not coming with signs to be observed; 
nor will they say, ‘Lo, here it is,’ or 
‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God 
is in the midst of you.” 

“The Pharisaic demand to know when 
the Reign of God was coming,” says 
Manson, “‘signifies less a desire to be en- 
lightened than a covert rejection of the 
kind of evidence on which Jesus had 
consistently grounded the immediate 
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nearness of the divine salvation. Ip 
effect, the question is a challenge and a 
taunt. The Pharisees see no immediate 
sign of that divine event which Jesus 
declares to be at hand. Jesus’ answer 
is that his questioners look for proofs 
in every direction except the right one.” 

The kingdom of God is not coming 
with signs to be observed, or as Moffatt 
translates it, “The Reign of God is not 
coming as you hope to catch sight of 
it; no one will say, here it is, or there 
it is, for the Reign of God in now in 
your midst.’”” This last clause is much 
to be preferred to the rendering of the 
King James Version—‘“The Kingdom of 
God is within you.’”’ He certainly would 
not say that the Kingdom of God was 
in the heart of the Pharisees, for they 
had rejected his message. The correct 
meaning is ‘so far from coming with 
external signs which will attract atten- 
tion, the Kingdom is already in the 
midst of you (in’ the person of Christ 
and his disciples) and you do not per- 
ceive it.” 

This is a lesson we still need. For 
there are some who think with the 
Pharisees that the Kingdom must come 
ready made from heaven, and who do 
not perceive that it is already here and 
that it is our duty to extend the reign 
of God over the lives of men, or who 
think that it is purely a spiritual thing, 
within men’s hearts, without any mean- 
ing for society at large. 


IV. Of What Does It Consist? 
Romans 14:17 

There are some who interpret Paul’s 
words in Romans 14:17 to mean that 
the Reign of God is not concerned with 
material needs. But this interpretation 
does not accord with the context. Paul 
is discussing a very practical question 
in the life of the early church, whether 
it was proper or not for a Christian to 
eat meat which had been offered to 
idols. Liberal Christians felt that they 
could eat such meat without suffering 
spiritual harm; conservative Christians 
felt it was a sin for any Christian to 
partake. Paul offers wise counsel to 
both groups. Conservative Christians 
should not insist that all Christians 
should conform to their standards; 
liberal Christians should consider the 
effect of their action upon others. Both 
are to remember that the reign of God 
does not mean enjoying or refraining 
from meats and drinks. The Kingdom 
of God is concerned with righteousness 
(i. e., with right living) and peace (with 
God and man) and the joy which results 
therefrom. It is our duty then to ‘‘pur- 
sue what makes for peace and for mu- 
tual upbuilding’ (vs. 19). Specific 


questions, such as those which disturbed’ 


the church at Rome, or those which 
disturb our own church, are to be de- 
termined in the light of these great 
aims. “For the Kingdom of God does 
not mean food and drink but righteous- 
ness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit.” 
(See also pages 5-7.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE PEARL. By John Steinbeck. 
The Viking Press, New York. 1947, 122 
pages. $2.00. 

This story, originally published in 
The Woman’s Home Companion as ‘“‘The 
Pearl of the World,” is an extended 
parable, of which the meanings may be 
many. As a story it is beautifully told, 
as only Steinbeck can do it. A poor 
fisherman finds the pearl of the world, 
the fabulous jewel for which all men 
would give much and some would sell 
their souls. How the discovery and 
ownership of the pearl brought to Kino 
and his wife Juana neither wealth nor 
happiness but only misery, and how at 
last they threw the pearl back into the 
ocean, forms a tale movingly told. 

It is not as a story, however, that this 
parable is chiefly valuable, but as a com- 
mentary on life, on the heart of man 
and on his society. If characters are 
drawn in black and white, without any 
shadings in between, that is only be- 
cause this is not a record of fact but 
a morality play in which all characters 
are simply good or simply bad. Man’s 
inhumanity to man, the use the strong 
make of their strength against the help- 
less and the poor, the professional man 
who is only a dishonest wage-earner, 
the churchman who is only a spokes- 
man for the exploiters of the weak, the 
hopeless cell in which the ignorant must 
live, the selfishness that makes men 
thieves and murderers—all this meets 
us here, but it is not preached, we sim- 
ply see it. Yet the story is not sor- 
did, it has beauty of high tragedy. That 
in the midst of a corrupt world there 
is goodness which is of more value than 
many pearls, one is made to be thank- 
ful. It is hardly fair to wish that Mr. 
Steinbeck were a more Christian writer; 
it would be better to wish that what 
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we duly take for Christianity were re- 
placed by something which a friend of 
the outcaste could see and understand 


KENNETH J. FOREMAN. 
Louisville, Ky. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





Christian Apologetics. Alan Richard- 
son. Harper & Bros. $3.00. 

A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy 
Life. William Law. The Westminster 
Press. $2.00. 


Once, Leng Ago, Mary Owen Bruce. The 
Westminster Press. .65 cents. 


A Star Shone. Robbie Trent. The West- 
minster Press. 65 cents. 





RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE 


SCHOOL 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 


Fully accredited senior high school. 
Christian influences. Moderate rates, 
Work opportunities, Scholarship aid. 
Dr. George C. Bellingrath, President 
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Thine Is the Glory. Florence M. Tay- 
lor. The Westminster Press. 65 cents. 


Growing Pains. Florence M. Taylor. The 
Westminster Press. 65 cents. 


This Atomic Age and the Word of God. 
Wilbur M. Smith. W. A. White. $3.00. 


The Unquenched Cup. Willard M. 
Grimes. Lifetime Editions, Inc. 

The United Nations Challenge to the 
-Church. Hugh C. Stuntz. Abingdon-Cokss- 
bury $1.75. 

The Power Within Us. Eugene L. Smith. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.75. 

Ideas Hove Consequences. 
Weaver. University 
2.75. 


Richard M. 
of Chicago Press. 
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Pioneer Bible Studies (Departmental 
Graded) -20 
Pioneer Teacher’s Guide (for above 3 
quarterly) 25 
Intermediate-Senior Uniform Les- 





Richmond 9, Virginia 


Are Your Pioneers R Ready for the 
New Church Year? 


PIONEER MANUAL—The plan of organization for Pio- 
neers (12-14) in the local 
{Church in the United States. 


PIONEER TRAILS—New 1948 Publication of Programs 
‘4A and Activities for Pioneers (for use April 1, 1948, through 
Illustrated 


SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPS 


RESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


church of the Presbyterian 
38 pages. Illustrated 25c 


$1.75 


sons (pupils) d 
Earnest Worker (for the teacher 
of above quarterly) 
Onward—Story paper for Pioneers. 
Bryne in — of 5 or more, 
er quarter, 30 





‘Dallas 1, Texas 
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Program of Progress _ 


only ~  anSWER: and the : 
he Or nmwmevoe Budget of the Church | 


PREPARING THE BUDGET 


The budget of our Presbyterian Church comprises the amounts requested for the minimum 
needs of the work of (1) the General Assembly; (2) the Synod; (3) the Presbytery; and, (4) your 
Local Church. 


The needs have been carefully studied, the reasonableness of requests weighed, and the 
‘“‘askings’’ adopted for each cause made relevant to the needs of all. 





THE FIVE-YEAR BUDGET 


The Presbyterian Program of Progress seeks large special gifts over a period of five years 
for three of the church-wide Executive Committees—Foreign Missions, Home Missions, and 
Religious Education and Publication. 


It seemed wise to the General Assembly, “‘in view of the pressing needs immediately,”’ to 
put its work of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief in the budget of the Church. In 
addition to the amount formerly requested (11.25 per cent of the total asked for Assembly 
causes), the Assembly requests an increase of $150,000 a year for five years—$750.000—or 
15.3 per cent of the total sum requested for all causes of the General Assembly: 


ENLARGING SERVICE 


These additional funds are to be used to develop more generous cooperation and increased 
usefulness to the Synods and their work for students, and their institutions of higher education. 
As increased revenue becomes available it will be used: 


1. To further and strengthen the Student Work in all parts of the Church, $60 000 each 
year. 


2. To maintain Competitive Scholarship Contests throughout the entire Church, $15,000. 


3. To stimulate larger budget support to make our colleges more worthy and effective, 
$60,000. 


4. To challenge the Synods to more adequate support of their Theological Seminaries, 
$15,000. 


Someone Has Suggested: “Put the GET in the BudGET!” 
Will You Do This? 


Help the Program make rapid progress—guiding and preparing our students to make 
Christ known as the answer to the world’s strife and fear and sin, and strengthening our 
Presbyterian Colleges and Theological Seminaries for their loyal and absolutely needed service. 


Presbyterian Program of Progress 


Christian Education and Ministerial Relief 


Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary, Wm. H. Hopper, Treasurer 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 





